
Notes from our President 
Dear Pine Island Families, 

As the 2016-2017 school year 
comes to an end, I can’t help 
but be incredibly proud of this 
year’s PTO!  We have all 
worked so hard to come up 
with fun events, unique fund-
raising opportunities, and 
ideas on what we can do with 
the money raised to make 
your schools and educational 
experience even better than 
they already are.   

I’m even more thankful for 
the awesome support of our 
students, families, teachers, 
support staff, and administra-
tors!  As our new Secretary, 
Marissa Anderson, says, 
“Team work, makes the dream 
work”: and you all have 
showed us just how that rings 
true! 

Some highlights of the year: 

 Annual carnival moved to 
the fall 

 NEW Panther Gear, 
with Under Armour 
options that were 
HIGHLY coveted 

 Family movie nights 

 Trying out an Online 
Holiday Bash in collab-
oration with home 
based businesses from 
our area 

 Parent Appreciation 
Night to thank YOU 

 Ongoing Box Top, 
Milk Moola and other 
Save for School collec-
tions 

 Appreciation events 
throughout the year 
for our amazing dis-
trict employees 

 Installing new play-
ground equipment at 
the Pre-K—4 school 
and getting a Ga-Ga 

Pit approved for the 5-
12 school 

 Rocking out at Mock 
Rock 

 Hanging out with our 
5th and 6th graders for 
an evening just for 
them! 

 Run for Recess with 
AMAZING support 

 Honoring our high 
school seniors with our 
PTO Scholarship 

 Organizing the Up-
coming Color Run 

 

As I reflect on the list, I 
know this is not possible 
without dedicated and gen-
erous people.  I’d like to 
take a moment to invite all 
of you—district’s employees, 
teachers, and parents to 
join our efforts for the up-

SAVE FOR SCHOOL Spring Winners! 

Wow—it was a tight race!  
The elementary winners 
were SECOND GRADE :)  
Great Job!  Just a couple 
more items and 1st grade 
would have taken the lead. 

The middle school contest 
was done by individual stu-
dent—congrats to our win-
ners! 

Keep on saving those items 

this summer...contests will 
continue next year.   

Elementary Results:  

K = 21.79 items per student 

1st = 26.51  

2nd = 26.87 

3rd = 25.15 

4th—21.71 

(2nd grade will be rewarded 

the last week of school) 

Middle School Results: 

Grand Prize ($30 to iTunes): 
Zack Hassan 

1st Place ($20 to Target): Sam 
Warnake 

2nd Place ($15 to Barnes & 
Noble): Brody Allen 

3rd Place ($10 to Subway): 
Will Morrison 

Pine Island PTO 
Suppor t ing  Pine Is land Schools,  Pre -K to  12th grade and S taf f  

coming 2017-2018 school year.   

PTO is currently comprised of 
about 10 people.  Some have 
been on the committee for a 
while, and are ready to move 
on to other organizations.  We 
are a group of hardworking 
parents, who are passionate 
about working with our entire 
district and families to give our 
students the best experience 
possible.   

We’d love some new faces and 
fresh ideas to continue to have 
successful years like this one in 
the future!   

I wish you a safe and fun sum-
mer!  See you in the fall! 

Terrilynn Twaddle 

PTO President 

SAVE THE DATE(S)  

July 15: Color Run 

October 14: Fall Carni-
val 

November (date TBD): 
1st Movie night of the 
year! 

2nd Tuesday of the 
Month: Monthly PTO 
Meetings—September 
through May 



Our 3 Family Movie Nights 
were a huge success this 
school year!   With multiple 
screens and a stereo system, 
our new forum room at the 5-
12 building has become the 
perfect place for this event!   

We rely on our 4th graders, 
who are “in the know” to 
vote from 3 movies for each 
event.  If this year is any re-
flection, they seem to know what the kids 
want to see! 

If you haven’t come before—check it out in 

the 2017-2018 school year.  Movie 
night is always FREE!   The main focus 
of our efforts are to provide an evening 
of entertainment for our Pine Island 

families. 

PTO does select a cause to donate for 
at each event.  This year our movie 
night families donated to the Pine 
Island Food Shelf, brought winter 
outerwear for our students, and gen-
tly used books for the classrooms.   

Watch for more information when 
the dates are determined and join us.  
We promise, you’ll approve of this 
simple family fun event.   

A special recognition to our 2017 
Scholarship Recipients! 

 Lindsay Cobb 

 Jacob Barsness 

 Amanda Hildenbrand 

 Madison Andrist 

 

GOOD LUCK GRADUATES! 

Best wishes to all of the Pine Island 
graduates in 2017!  We are proud of all 
the hard work and dedication you’ve 
given to PI schools.   

PTO sponsors scholarships annually for 
Pine Island students that have been 
involved in community service and 
worked with PTO.   
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Movie Nights are Awesome! 

Congratulations Seniors 

Pine Island PTO 

color and end the race with a  final 
color toss after all participants have 
completed the course! 

This is a FUN RUN—meaning no mara-
thon-like training required!  We don’t 
care if you walk, crawl, skip, or do a 
line dance through the course :)  Just 
bring a smile, your family and friends, 
and be prepared to need a shower from 
the colorful event when you leave! 

Cost is $25 for early registration, $35 
after June 26.   

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 
The cost includes a color packet and t-
shirt only if you sign up before  6/26.  
Items can be picked at at the registra-
tion table on the event day.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-
pine-island-color-run-registration-
33977658090  

Picture Above: The Forum Room is a hit! 

Join us for Pine Island’s 2017 Color 
Run!   

July 15th at the Soccer Fields 

After our inaugural run in 2016, we’ve 
made some adjustments to make this 
one better and more colorful than last 
year!   

Throughout the course, participants 
will experience COLOR SPLASH 
ZONES where they’ll be doused in 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-pine-island-color-run-registration-33977658090
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-pine-island-color-run-registration-33977658090
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-pine-island-color-run-registration-33977658090


This year, rather than operate our bien-
nial lap-a-thon by ourselves, we looked 
for an outside resource that would help 
improve the experience for our stu-
dents while maintaining the high-
level of fundraising this event has 
always achieved.   

We partnered with Boosterthon 
and WOW! Family and friends of 
PI students are amazing! 

Once Boosterthon was selected, 
we set our fundraising goal at 
$15,000 in an effort to enhance 
the playground equipment at the 
elementary and middle school.  
We were not only able to reach 
our goal, but we NEARLY DOU-
BLED IT!  Once all of our pledges are 
turned in, our schools will benefit 
greatly from the $27,500 raised to en-
hance our playgrounds.   

This was accomplished by reaching 
people in 38 different states and 3 
countries.  Most importantly—we could 
NOT have done this without the sup-
port of our STUDENTS, parents, fami-
lies, and teachers!  Thank you so much 
for your continued support.  Those 

kiddos worked hard to raise the money 
and ran even harder on a beautiful day 
to earn the equipment!   

The Fun Run “Course” 

The greatest thing about the event, is 
that our Boosterthon partners were 
able to speak to the kids and teach 

them some life-lessons about persever-
ance.  They really brought the message 
to the level of their audience  through 
the Backyard Box Office theme.   The 

centered the talks around the main 
points: Find a Need, Write a Plan, 
Rally a Team, Launch it Now and 
Grit it Out!   The kids felt more in-
volved in the process than ever!  

Midwest Playscapes has been contract-
ed to enhance the playgrounds with a 
new Ga-Ga pit for the middle school 
and independent equipment for the 
elementary playground.  The elemen-
tary kids will get a chance to vote on 
the equipment they would like to see 
on the playground.  It will be installed 

over the summer. 

 

Our Administration took it “home” by 
winning 1st place for their performance 
of Blue Suede Shoes.  There was a 2nd 
Place tie between the Lion King “Circle 
of Life” group & our 2017 Senior’s and 
the Girls Scouts were recognized as the 
Crowd Favorite with a School House 
Rock performance.  

The show was enhanced by the beauti-
ful new auditorium! 

Start thinking of acts for 2018, the 
competition will be fierce!   

Elvis is alive and well, ladies and gents! 
(and rumored to be roaming our MS halls 
as our principal to keep himself incognito) 

 

The 2nd Annual Mock Rock was a 
smashing success!  A total of 10 groups 
battled for the 1st place title and rights 
to the traveling trophy.  We have some 
creative and funny people in Pine Is-
land!  Those judges had a hard 
job...from dancing teachers, Grease’s 
Summer nights—to Kung Fu fighting 
and Pitch Perfect medleys.  My cheeks 
hurt from laughing :) 

A Lap-A-Thon Look Back 

Mock Rock 2017 

Find a Need, Write a Plan, Rally a 

Team, Launch it Now and Grit it 

Out! 
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2nd Place 
Ties— 

Circle of 
Life group 
(top) and 

the Seniors 
 

Below—our 1st grade Girl Scouts group rocks out! 



Pictures are worth 1000 words.   

We want to meet you!  Fresh faces are always great to see and really helps 

our efforts with new ideas.  If you can, consider joining us at our meetings, 

2nd Tuesday of the month during the school year.  We know it isn’t easy 

to commit to monthly meetings.   

TRUST US: WE. GET. IT!  

Even the smallest assistance is immeasurable and we’d appreciate any help!  

If you are wanting to contribute in any way, please send us a note.  It can 

be as small as volunteering for an event or taking on a project to help with 

behind the scenes stuff in your own home—to taking on larger tasks if you 

are up for it!   

We hope to get to know you in the next school year :) 

From your friends in PTO 

2016-2017 Members: 

Terrilynn Twaddle, President; Faith Omberg, Vice 

President; Wendy Morrison, Treasurer; Shannon 

Kelley, Secretary; Megan Nelson, Sarah Brandt, and 

Marissa Anderson—Communications Team; Amy Nielsen, Liz 

Boehmke, and Jodi Giesen, Teacher Reps 

Supporting Pine Island 
Schools, Pre-K to 12th 

grade and Staff 

E-mail: pto@pineisland.k12.mn.us 

Website: find us through the district’s 

home page (pineisland.k12.mn.us)!  We 

are located under the Families section 

Social Media: “LIKE” us on Facebook at 

Pine Island PTO or Follow us on Twitter 

@ PineIslandPTO 

Thank you for 
the great year—
Have an 
awesome 
summer 


